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THE ARTS, DINING, ANTIQUES, ATTRACTIONS & SO MUCH MORE... 
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Supporting Tourism & Communities in Northeastern, CT & Beyond... 
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For an afternoon, a day, or a weekend...come and enjoy Northeastern Connecticut! 
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galleries and shops are filled with unique gifts for the : Year Anniversary...learn a remodeling since 1978...learn how 
holidays. Restaurants feature local produce, wine, and : little history about how the Doug Porter got started with WBA 
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plus live music at The Stomping Ground and the Vanilla a bird’s eye view of the Quiet Corner...Happy 40th wants to share his knowledge with our readers...Plus 
Bean Cafe. Please let our advertisers and local business : Anniversary Opera New England of Northeastern don’t miss The Quiet Corner Crossword Puzzle...answers 
owners know you found them in Putnam Traveler! : Connecticut...the history of this organization makes : are posted online at www.putnamtraveler.com! 
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Tm] Northeastern Connecticut is Forty-Five Minutes from Casinos, Hartford, & Providence 
Twenty Minutes from Worcester ¢ One Hour from Boston ¢ Three Hours from New York City 
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PUTNAM TRAVELER: 5,000+ Copies Mailed & Distributed to Visitors and Area Businesses throughout CT, MA & RI 
10,000 Copies Mailed to All Residents of Putnam, Woodstock & Pomfret Connecticut 
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Printing of the Putnam Traveler provided by 101 Business Solutions, Brooklyn, CT 
Mailing services provided by The Laser Letter Shop, Pomfret, CT 


We cannont guarantee the accuracy of this information, discrepancies brought to our attention, will be corrected in the next issue. Any reproduction of the content of the Putnam Traveler without permission is prohibited. 
All text provided to Global Design & Publishing, LLC is edited by this publisher as needed and without notice to the originator. Copyright © 2012 Global Design & Publishing, LLC. 
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Breakfast , 
ALL DAY 


Connecticut’s fies 
uiet Corner! 


Planning a Jamily Ay, or qust for two, 


here is why Putnam is right for yout: 


=, CREPES 
POTATO PANCAKES 


e River Fires e Live Theatre e Antique Shops e Art Galleries « Boutiques 
it | e Fine Alfresco Dining e Casual Dining « Bistros e Bakeries e Cafes « & More! 


cour House Upeomin Events 
First Fridays, May thru October (first Friday of every month, 6 to 9pm) - 
Art Demos, Music, Entertainment in Downtown Putnam 
Sat, October 19 —- Great Pumpkin Festival, 10am to 4pm, Downtown Putnam 
Fri, October 25 — Trick or Treat Night, 5 to 7pm, 
Downtown Putnam from Riverfront Commons to Union Square 
Fri, November 29 — Santa Visits Putnam, 4pm, Free cocoa and cookies by 
WINY Radio, Riverfront Commons 


Sun, December 1 — Holiday Dazzle Light Parade, 5pm 
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www.putnambusiness.org | 
Find us on 


facebook 
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THE PUTNAM TRAVELER 
Fab adilitd TO Years 


It’s hard to believe, but the Putnam Traveler newspaper is 10 years old this fall! A decade ago, Kelly & Jim Tourtellote were running a small 


graphic design business and raising their young family in East Putnam. One day, they were approached by Norm McNeil-Putnam’s current 


Economic Development Director--and Jerry Cohen--owner of the Antiques Marketplace-to discuss the publishing of a newspaper that would 


promote the antique stores in Putnam. “We jumped at the chance,” says Jim and Kelly, and the Putnam Traveler was born. 


upported by local business advertisers, the 

paper started out as an eight-page publication 

with a distribution of 15,000 mailed to 

the residents of Putnam, Woodstock and 
Pomfret and distributed to local businesses throughout 
Northeastern Connecticut and South Central 
Massachusetts. Soon, however, the antiques business 
in Putnam began to dwindle. It was clear that the paper, 
while well received, needed to change direction. 

“We discovered that residents and visitors loved 
reading about local business owners, artists, recreational 
activities and hidden gems in the area~all the things 
that we love ourselves,” says Kelly, “so that became 
our focus.” In the last ten years, Putnam’s antique 
market has been revived plus the dining scene has 
become a new attraction. “We estimate that 85% of our 
advertisers have been supporting the Putnam Traveler 
for the last ten years!” remarks Kelly proudly. “And 
although the Putnam Traveler is great for visitors, with a 
center-spread map of downtown Putnam and weekend 
planner ideas, it has also become a great resource for 
residents who are not always aware of things going on 
right in their own backyards.” 

Lifelong New Englanders themselves (originally 
from Woodstock, CT), Jim and Kelly were able to 
translate their love and knowledge of Southern New 
England plus their education, experience and skills into 
a successful, full-time business. After graduating from 
Northeastern University in Boston MA with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Graphic Design in 1992, Jim was hired as art 
director for a graphic design agency in Charlestown, 
MA. He was employed there for two years before the 
couple moved back to Connecticut. In 1995, he started 
Global Design-a graphic design agency offering all types 
of print media design. He established a strong client 
base and after 18 years, he still continues to work with 
many of these initial clients. 

Jim has built strong relationships with the local 
business community creating printed marketing 
material for businesses including 101 Business 
Solutions, 85 Main, The Vanilla Bean Cate, The 1772 
Foundation, The Rectory School, Woodstock Building 
Associates, and Taylor Brooke Winery - to name a few. 
His mission is to create a design that ‘fits’ his clients 
needs often working well into the night, to perfect his 
work and it pays off, he is proud to say he has never 
had an unhappy customer. Jim will go the extra mile to 
meet a deadline or create something unique. This might 
mean running out during the middle of the day to take 
just the right photo, or spending hours redesigning 
a logo or image that needs extra attention. For Jim, 


ROCK SOLID 


SOLUTIONS 


Natural Stone Walls * Walkways 


Decorative Ornaments 


JEFFREY M. JOSLYN 


(860) 230-8231 


fbjoslyncc@yahoo.com 
www.stonebuildsbest.com 


Also a New England Distributor of Cord Wood 
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Top row from left: Marshall Tourtellotte, Jim Tourtellotte. 


Bottom row from left: Nancy Weiss, Karin Tourtellotte, Kelly Tourtellotte and Cris Cadiz. 
Inset photos from Left: Carmel Osterlund and Charlie Harrington. 


it is not just about ‘design’ - it is about establishing a 
relationship with his clients, always having a sense of 
humor, and keeping an open mind. “I just want to have 
fun with my work and I want my clients to have fun 
too, says Jim. 

Jim particularly enjoys working with clients such 
as the 1772 Foundation, a foundation that offers grant 
money to revive historical buildings and property, 
throughout the eastern seaboard. Being a history lover, 
the idea that he is able to help the Foundation carry 
out its mission, is very rewarding. Jim has donated 
many hours of design time for nonprofit organizations 
including the Wyndham Land Trust. “I feel good about 
giving back to our community, and this is the best 
way I know how to contribute to saving our precious 
resources,” says Jim. That said, Jim likes to remain 
behind the scenes — he does not enbrace the spotlight! 


Scop WG 


Fine Foods & Farm Market 
520 Providence Rd, Brooklyn, CT 
www.Sweet Peas FineFoods.com 


860-779-3040 





Fruit & Produce - Only the best! 
Always local whenever possible. 
Salad Bar - The Best Around! 

Venda Ravioli - Ravioli & Sauces, 
we bring Federal Hill to Brooklyn! 
Bakery - Fresh baked breads & pies, 
fruit squares, cookies and now gh 
free items! 





“Quick Cuisine” - Fresh, Chef Prepared 
Meals for you to enjoy at home. Entrees 
from Lobster Mac and Cheese to Veal 
Scallopini menu's vary and there is 
something for every taste - spoil yourself! 
, Cheese Shop & Unique Groceries - 

___ Offering many local items like Goat 

' and Cow’s milk cheese, honey, maple, 

‘  sopresseta, jellies, cookies and more! 





520 Providence Rd, Brooklyn, CT 
~ Conveniently located in Baker’s Dozen Plaza ~ 
Open Daily 10am-8pm, Sunday 10am-6pm ¢ 860-779-3040 


Find us on 


After working several marketing/customer service 


type jobs and the birth of their first child, Kelly also 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 





joined the business. “We needed to find a niche market, 


projects that would be ongoing, rather than a one- 
time deal,” says Kelly. “Therefore we began publishing 
Business @ Community Guides for cities and towns 
throughout New England.” Jim is responsible for 
photography and graphic design while Kelly handles 
marketing and advertising sales. 

Since they started this aspect of the business, 
they changed the business name to Global Design & 
Publishing, LLC and expanded to include all types of 
publication work. In fact, several years ago, Global 
Design was approached by the Pomfret Proprietors 
Association to produce an area/visitor guide called 
The Visit NECT Guide. This popular publication, also 
supported by the local business community, has led 


eT he Woodstock Woreinis 
Association welcomes you! 


Experience the charm of a gentler time 
and place on the Heritage Trail in 


Connecticut’s “Quiet Corner.” 


Explore Woodstock 
= 
Antiques, crafts, florists, produce, furniture, 
pottery, lodging and much more 


Jeoymsnleyxcmstelcoyent-luloneler-loveltrlmcavclaperele 
a complete list of merchants visit: 


WWW.EXPLOREWOODSTOCK.COM 
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Jim & Kelly with their daughters Lydia and Alison. 


to the publishing of similar area/visitor guides for 
nearby communities. “This year, Jim had the honor of 
designing the Golden Lamb Buttery’s 50th Anniversary 
Book,” says Kelly. “The secret to our success is that we 
offer all of the services needed to create a high-quality 
print media and publications from start to finish. 
Global Design’s work has been featured by news 
organizations throughout New England and has been 
recognized by the Northeastern Economic Developers 





NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


Jim and Kelly. Writers Cris 
Cadiz and Nancy Weiss 
joined the paper in the early 
days, when Kelly was doing 
most of the writing herself. 
Cris, a former teacher 
turned entrepreneur, was 
a UConn graduate who 
received a Masters degree 
from Wesleyan University, 
where her interest in 
writing was kindled. Today 
she juggles several jobs, 
including writing & editing, 
marketing her husband’s 
antique wood business, 
doing public relations 
and website work for local 
businesses, and working 
for Celebrations Gallery 
& Shoppes in Pomfret, where she wears several hats, 
including sales, marketing/public relations and website 
management. 
Cris finds that writing for the Putnam Traveler 
has been one of the most fulfilling experiences in her 
numerous vocations. “There’s great satisfaction to 
seeing your work in print, but getting to know the local 
characters, businesses, and organizations that make up 
the fabric of the Quiet Corner has been really enjoyable. 


*Jim was a pleasure to work with in designing the Golden Lamb Buttery’s 50th Anniversary 


book. He was able to easily understand my vision and create a beautifully designed book.” 


Katie Bogert, Owner of The Golden Lamb Buttery 





Association (NEDA) for Business @ Community Guides, 


Chamber Directories and Tourism publications in 
the organization’s Annual Literature and Publications 
Competitions, receiving awards yearly since 2006. 

Since its first printing in 2003, the Putnam Traveler 
has grown to a 16-20 page paper with three writers on 
board. “Each of our writers offers a unique style,” says 


Paint. Relax. 


Have Fun. Drink Wine. 
i 


I 
ARTIQUE 


a paint bar 


Come to Artique and create a fantastic 
painting while you celebrate a night out with 
your friends and meet new people. 

And don't forget the wine! 


www.artiqueputnam.com 
75 Main Street, Putnam, CT 06260 * 860.933.2221 


“To Bean or 


not to Bean...?” 
Is it really a question? 


: Just when you think you’ve exhausted your ideas for 


new content about the area, someone or something 
new pops out of the woodwork. We live in a beautiful 
and endlessly fascinating place. ’m happy to be able to 
document and share it.” 

A well-known local figure born and raised in 
Pomfret, Nancy Weiss enjoyed a long and successful 


HIS & HERS 


“Clegant ‘dye 


HAIR SALON 


“Where Elegant and Edge Come Together” 


The Edge is based on the belief that our customer 
needs are of the utmost importance. 
Our entire team is committed to great customer 
service and making sure you are completely 
satisfied with every visit! REDKEN 


PAUL MITCHELL 


39 Nott Highway ¢ Ashford, CT 06278 © 860-429-7900 
www.hisandherselegantedge.com 


Hours 
Mon: Closed 
Tues: 9AM - 5PM 
Sa Wed-Thurs: 9AM - 8PM 
“3 Fri-Sat: 9AM - 4PM 
Sun: Closed 


Real 
'CTolole 
Whole 


breakfast 


since 1989 


860-928-1562 


daily specials 
beer & wine 
gluten free options 


lunch & dinner 


Connecticut’s 
Best Country Café 


~ outdoor patio ~ 


“This impossibly funky Connecticut restaurant 
is full of character (and characters), and is truly 
in a class by itself.” www.HiddenBoston.com 


Lr 2 i 
450 deerfield road - pomfret - connecticut —s af 


www.tTheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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career in Development at UConn, her alma mater. Since 
her retirement, she has been writing for the Putnam 
Traveler, the Pomfret Times, the Villager Newspapers, 
and free lance writing assignments including Edible 
Nutmeg magazine and projects for UConn. A member of 
many local boards and committees, Nancy was recently 
appointed to the Connecticut Humanities Board of 
Directors. This non-profit affiliate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities funds, creates and 
collaborates on hundreds of cultural programs across 
the state each year. 

“Tve been a writer since I was a little girl,” says 
Nancy. “I wrote fiction, nonfiction, grant proposals and 
reports for various jobs. I can’t recall when I heard 
about the Putnam Traveler, but I know I was given the 


2 job writing a weekly column for the Villager newspapers 


because the publisher at the time read a piece | 

had done for the Traveler. I like writing about our 
community and I really like to think that we help local 
businesses and individuals become more well known 
and appreciated.” 

Dot Burnworth is a potter, teacher, business owner 
(Sawmill Pottery in Putnam), athlete, and writer! She 
wrote for the Putnam Traveler for the last three years. 
Her articles often had an energetic twist in content and 
style that reflects her vivacious personality. “I loved 
writing for the Putnam Traveler because it gave me both 
the excuse as well as the opportunity to explore hidden 
gems of the quiet corner and to meet amazing people 
doing wonderful things in our community,” says Dot. 
Although Dot will no longer be writing for the paper 
in order to pursue new hobbies, her colleagues and 
readers will miss her! 

Jennifer Heller-Buttner joined the Putnam Traveler 
writing team this summer. Born and raised in Alaska, 


: Jen loves traveling and has lived in a variety of places, 


including Baltimore, Spokane, South Florida and on a 
sailboat in Juneau, Alaska. “I am relatively new to the 
Quiet Corner,” she says. “My husband and I moved to 
Pomfret five years ago with our then-3 year old daughter 
to be closer to his family. We have since added a son 

to our family and my husband has opened his own 
medical practice. We love the community and all that 
the area has to offer. I have enjoyed writing for most 

of my life and started writing for the Putnam Traveler 
serendipitously. I love exploring the Quiet Corner, with 
the goal of sharing what I find with others.” 

“We consider the Putnam Traveler a ‘family’ 
business,” says Jim and Kelly. “We work closely with 
our long-time friend and printer Carmel Osterlund in 
Brooklyn, for the best print quality and prices. Charlie 
Harrington of Pomfret, who runs a mail house out of 
his home (in addition to a full-time job at Woodstock 
Academy), handles the local mailings, sometimes 
recruiting his own family members to help out when 
needed. He is always accommodating with accepting 
deliveries, filling his garage with 15,000 papers four 
times a year and mailing 10,000 papers to local 
residents. Jim’s father Marshall Tourtellotte and step- 
mom Karin help deliver 1,200 papers four times a year 
to businesses in Woodstock, Danielson, Southbridge, 
and Sturbridge - and they do this out of love for the 
paper!” Jim and Kelly deliver 4,000 papers throughout 
Brooklyn, Putnam and Pomfret. Kelly’s mom also 
delivers papers to a few out-of-the-way places to help 
lessen the load. “It is not uncommon to see us with our 
children who also participate in delivering the papers 
when they are not in school. Many of our long time 
advertisers have watched them grow up!” 

The Putnam Traveler family looks forward to many 
more years of exploring Putnam and the Quiet Corner, 
extolling the area’s well-known virtues and discovering 
its hidden gems. We hope you, dear readers, continue to 


: join us for the ride. A big Thank You! to our many loyal 


advertisers, without whom this paper would not exist. 
Please, readers, patronize them, shop & dine local, and 
spread the word about our great area resources. And, 
please, always share with us your ideas for content and 
improvement for our paper. 


To learn more about the Putnam Traveler, Global 
Design & Publishing, LLC and the Visit NECT Guide 
visit them online at: www.PutnamTraveler.com ° 
www.GDPublishing.com * www.VisitNECT.com 

or call 860-963-0414. 
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A BIRD'S EYE VIEW 


OF THE QUIET CORNER 


You may not know that amidst tranquil fields and picturesque towns, the Quiet Corner is an adventure 





sports hub. I certainly didn’t. So when I got an email from Skydive Danielson with gift certificate from 


my husband for a tandem skydive jump, I was surprised to see they were just down the road from me. 


I was excited because I have always thought skydiving looked like a ton of fun. 


Rob and Laura Morris, the new owners of Skydive Danielson, couldn’t agree more. 


BY JENNIFER HELLER 


and have over 12,000 jumps between them. When 

they met, Rob was already skydiving and Laura 
quickly got hooked. They have worked together for 
over 10 years, jumping and managing facilities around 
the country. They had searched the world over for a 
quality site to purchase and were thrilled when they 
found Skydive Danielson. They bought the company in 
February of 2013 and love the area, the friendly people 
and the lifestyle here in the Quiet Corner. They kept the 
staff, which includes a pilot, 2-3 full time instructors, 
parachute packers and video editor. They co-manage 
the company and Laura admits that working together 
as a married couple has its challenges, but their skills 
compliment each other - they wouldn’t have it any other 
way. Both do instructional skydives and Laura manages 
the office and paperwork while Rob works on the 
airplanes and keeps the operations running smoothly. 

As I was planning my jump, I coincidentally found 
that 3 friends were also planning a birthday jump and 
we booked our jumps together. Skydive Danielson 
makes it easy to book and promptly lined all the details 
up for us. They encourage groups to book together and 
even offer a discount for groups of over 10 people. 
When we walked into the facility, located at the 
Danielson Airport, Laura’s friendly, organised welcome 
put us all at ease. Norm, one of our 2 instructors, gave 


B:: and Laura are originally from the Chicago area 


us hefty waivers to sign, then showed us an instructional 
: Weather is the biggest factor (other than equipment) 
: ina successful jump and because of that Skydive 


video and gave us a short, complete tutorial on what to 
expect and what to do during the jump. Norm was so 


THE RECTORY SCHOOL 
Nose W920 
AN INDEPENDENT, COED JUNIOR Rese») AND Day SCHOOL (K-9) 


“Tt is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken 
joy in creative expression and knowledge.’ 


Albert Einstein 


Rectory celebrates the individual and develops 
aptitudes in academics, the arts, athletics, and 
citizenship. Our students graduate with 
confidence, character, and commitment — 


Our students are Our masterpieces, 


528 Pomfret St., Pomfret, CT 860-928-1328 www.rectoryschoolorg 
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calm and confident I almost started wondering what the 


: big deal was. Oh yes - I was jumping out of a plane at 


10,000 feet! 

The day of our skydive was bright and sunny, with 
a nice breeze blowing. Turns out, the breeze that was 
so lovely was just a bit to strong for safe skydiving. 
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Danielson recommends that 
you plan to spend at least 
1/2 of a day at the jump site 
on a weekday and all day on 
a weekend. So we waited it 
out, lounging on the grass, 
admiring the garden growing 
behind the office and flying a 
kite. 

There is a culture of 
camaraderie and fun at the 
drop zone. Picnic tables and 
a great grill station make it 
easy to cook out and jumpers 
are encouraged to bring food 
to grill. | appreciated the 
emphasis on safety and happily 
waited until Laura gave us the 
all-clear. 

The airplane can take 4 
passengers: 2 instructors and 
2 jumpers. Even with the seats 
out of the plane, it’s still a bit 
of a squeeze because of the instructors’ parachutes. 


: After the wait, it was very exciting to be heading out! 
: The instructors are very competent, love what they’re 


doing and make it fun. They reviewed the instructions 
and ran down a checklist, which included checking 
and rechecking our harnesses. They had warned us 
that they would be attached to us like white on rice 
and they weren’t kidding! Connected at the shoulders, 
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hips and back, you are up close and personal with your 
instructor. 

The flight up to altitude was lovely; Tony and 
Norm pointed out Providence, Boston, the Atlantic 
and a few other landmarks. Then we were at altitude 
and it was time to jump. Knowing exactly what I was 
supposed to do kept my mind focused and excited. 
Interestingly, 10,000 feet is high enough that most 
people report there no fear of heights. Once the airplane 
door was open, it was windy and loud. That’s what 
I noticed most. I sat in the assigned position, Tony 
counted down in my ear and we were off! After the 
rushing thrill of free fall, Tony pulled the parachute and 
with a tug, the wind was gone and tranquility reigned: 
floating, turning and gliding to the drop zone. Soon - 
too soon - I could see my family waving and we came in 
for a gentle landing. 

Whenever my kids ask me what I want, or what 
animal I would be, my reply is, “I want to fly.” That day, 
I got my wish! It was so much fun. 
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ACCESSORIES IN 
AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 


Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books & Soaps 


589 POMFRET STREET 
P.O. BOX 236 e POMFRET, CT 06258 
860-928-0009 
HOURS: TUSEDAY-SAT 10-5PM ~ SUNDAY 12-5PM 
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elebrations 





on Scenic RT 169, 5 min from Putnam 


330 Pomfret Street 
Pomfret, CT 06259 


860 928 5492 
CELEBRATIONSSHOPPES.COM 


Trunk Shows 
Exhibitions 
Afternoon Teas 
Cream Teas 
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throughout the season 
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Art Gallery 
s ba a Gift Shoppes 
Tea Events 
Gallery & Shoppes 


Holiday Hours 
Starting October ‘1st 





SHOPPING HAPPY HOURS 
Starting Nov 7th 
on Thursdays, 5 to 7 pm 


complimentary wine & nibbles 


CONNECTICUT 





— 


Discover beautiful seasonal décor 
in our floral & gift shop... 


Candles, Stonewall Kitchen, tabletop accessories, 
gifts for children, and quality country antiques. 
Browse the barn filled with stylish accents 
for home and garden. 


260 Rte. 171 e South Woodstock, CT 
(860) 928-0571 e Mon - Sat 9-5, Sunday Seasonal 
www.gardengatefloristct.com 


CONNECTICUT MAGAZINE’S 


OPEN WINNER 
EVERY ; 
a Best Gifts 


Regional 


With much appreciation , 
thanks to our fabulous customers 
for the tremendous support! 





This season - the Morris’s first in Danielson - over 
1000 people have already made their Ist skydive with 
Skydive Danielson and about 2% of those will go on to 
do the training necessary to obtain their license. Laura 


: points out that the licensed skydiving community is 
: very small, only 35,000 jumpers across the US. She 


further notes that, “Many skydivers learn to skydive 


: because they fell in love with the adrenaline. As they 


continue to jump, they begin to fall in love with the sky, 
the peacefulness and clear headedness that skydiving 


: brings to you, as well as the community of bonfires, 


cookouts and friends they meet.” 
So why do people take their first skydive? Laura 
says she has found there are many unique reasons 


: people decide to jump. Many people do it for fun, or to 


check it off their bucket list. Some jump to celebrate an 
achievement, some to overcome a hardship. She has had 


2 numerous people tell her they used the weight limit of 


230 lbs as a weight loss goal! 


When asked what her favorite thing about 
skydiving is, Laura said, “It’s the impact that 
skydiving has on people... The courage that it takes 
for one to jump out of an airplane is something 
that not every first time jumper knows that they 
possess, until they go for it. Once they land, they 
are filled with LIFE, living life in the moment, 
appreciating their time here right now, and 
breathing in the new sensations around them. It 

is amazing to watch customers walk back to my 
counter after their skydives and see the smiles on 
their faces: you can almost smell the sky on them.” 


Laura and Rob are loving life in Danielson, and 
Skydive Danielson is so busy that they have already 


: purchased a second jump plane. They plan to expand 


their services even more next summer. So instead of just 


: watching the colourful parachutes soar in the air over 


Danielson and dreaming of adventure, you too can fly 
the friendly skies with Skydive Danielson. 


: Skydive Danielson: (860) 774-5867 or 
: www.skydivedanielson.com 
Open April to November, 7 days a week. 





























Consigned & New...Women’s Clothing, Accessories, 
Jewelry...Vintage, Wares & Furniture 


D tor You and Your Home 


Exciting New Arrivals Daily! 


860.963.2100 © 
www.panacheofputnam.com 


Discovering Putnam? 
Take a relaxing break in our 
victorian style cafe! Choose from 
a huge selection of home-made 
Cesserts & pastries, coffee, 
espresso, lattes, frozen drinks... 
and more! 

Open 7 days a week! 

(860) 928-2600 


91 Main Street, Putnam CT 
www .victoriastationcafe.com 
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NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


Happy 40th Anniversary Opera New England! 


“Opera is the most expensive and most dangerous form of the performing arts. Expensive, because it involves symphony, 


chorus and ballet and dangerous, because it is easy to become hooked,” said Sarah Caldwell, the brilliant artistic director of 


the Opera Company of Boston, on one of her first visits to northeastern Connecticut in 1974. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


ho could have imagined that forty years later 
W: organization that began with a small but 

dedicated core of volunteers would continue 
to flourish? Perhaps the sage Carldwell, who was 
the toast of the opera world in the nineteen seventies 
for her groundbreaking presence as a woman in an 
historically all male field of opera conductors, knew 
she was on to something special when she first made 
acquaintance of two dynamic local women, Jimmie 
Booth, owner of the Golden Lamb Buttery in Brooklyn 
and Kay Holt, a music lover and composer, from 
Mansfield. 

Booth had started the Hillandale Music Series. 
Kay Holt heard of Caldwell and her vision for Opera 
New England, a project to present opera to rural 
communities throughout the region while Holt was 
studying music at Harvard summer school. Soon the 
women teamed up to bring Caldwell and her troupe to 
northeastern Connecticut, a relationship that would last 
for decades. 

The first event was held at the Golden Lamb. Area 
educators were invited to dessert. Caldwell arrived 
with four singers and they presented a program, Hand 
of Bridge. Soon it was decided that fifth graders from 
twenty-three towns would be invited to attend special 
performances of operas at two locations, the Cultural 
Center in Woodstock and Mansfield Middle School. 

The Opera Company of Boston took up residence 
in the region for two weeks. Singers stayed in private 
homes from Woodstock to Mansfield and at Annhurst 
College, now Hyde School. The nuns at the college 
opened the 1,000 seat Cultural Center auditorium 
to the troupe. Work began on creating a non-profit 
organization to support the growing endeavor. A 
board was formed that included business leaders, local 
educators, opera lovers and residents who enjoyed the 





Opera New England of Northeastern Connecticut, Inc. dba : 


PerformingvGiy 


: just before the curtain rose. “I heard from Sarah who 
: wanted to know where the check was to pay for the 
: performance. I had given it to our attorney who was 





arts and wanted to get involved. Rehearsals were held at 
Yogaville, the Pomfret ashram of Swami Sachidinanda. 
On October 28th, 1974 the curtain rose on a “gala 
premier performance” of Madame Butterfly. The opera 
was sung in English and the hall was sold out. A black 
tie, champagne reception in the lobby of the Cultural 
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Largeal Full  Dervice ead Shops Dyin dIN Ge Lonel 


112 Main Street ¢ Putnam, CT (In The Historic Montgomery Ward Building) 
860-928-0625 « fes.annm@gmail.com e Open / days a week 10am to 5pm 


Abigail's Jewel Box” 


Large & Exciting Selection ~ Professional & Trustworthy 
76 Main Street ¢ Putnam, CT 06260 * 860-928-1300 * www.abigailsjewelbox.com 


Just past the 
construction 
fence, directly 
across from 
~7 Bella’s Bistro. 


se) Pretty Jewelry. Friendly Prices. gyyseureave 
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% Better Quality Diamonds 


= % Top Quality Estate & Gemstone Jewelry 
“>? © Beautiful Engagement Rings @ Excellent Custom Work 


® Fine Jewelry Restoration & Repairs 


WE BUY YOUR OLD, BROKEN or UNWANTED JEWELRY! 
Serious buyers who ALWAYS pay the highest prices immediately for Gold, Jewelry, Gold & Silver 





Santa Friendly & 
FREE Gift Wrapping 
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Coins, Coin Collections, Gold Watches, Platinum, Diamonds (1/2 ct & up — We Neep anp Buy Larce Diamonps), 
Sterling Flatware, Sterling Tea Sets, Foreign Military Medals & More! ~ Extra Paid for Fine Jewelry 


GEMOLOGIST & MASTER JEWELER ON PREMISES 
In the & of downtown Putnam 


Always Worth the Trip to Abigail's! 
Largest & Best Independent Jewelry Store. 


Center followed the performance, which was lavishly 
reviewed in area newspapers. Sarah Caldwell and the 
performers accepted the applause of the audience and 
acknowledged off the hard work of the local board that 
made it all possible. 

Kay Holt recalled a tense moment with Caldwell 


seated in the auditorium, which by now was dark. I 
assured her that I would get her the check, but she 


: insisted on being handed it before she would begin the 
: performance.” 


The following day, October 29th, The Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County kicked off the beginning of 
the children’s performances with shows at 10am and 


: noon for over 2,000 students. The program was free 
i with support underwritten by local industries, private 
: gifts, and grants from the New England Foundation of 


the Arts, the National Endowment on the Arts and the 
Connecticut Commission on the Arts. 

Mary R. Fisher, Principal of Thompson Memorial 
School and later a member of the Board, expressed 
the feelings of area educators and parents when she 


: wrote ina letter to President Rowena Barrett: “Ina 


depressed corner of our state, many of our children are, 


: by circumstance, denied many beautiful experiences, 


taken for granted in more affluent communities. We 


: hope that Opera New England will survive and thrive. 


It brings us a nourishment which we, adults as well as 
children, need.” 

In 1975 “ Cosi Fan Tutte” was presented at 
Longley Auditorium at the Mansfield Training School in 
Mansfield. The school program was “The Fishman and 
His Wife,” which was also presented in Mansfield and 


continued on page 11... 
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GOLDEN LAMB 


BUTTERY 


Ow aueryvacmerinerhmaroettes 
will continue with our traditional prix fixe 
menu complete with a hayride, entertainment 
© a table that is yours until the 
erevelKocmotiuemeloniuee 


Serving Dinner: 
Friday & Saturday evenings 
beginning at 7:00 pm 
(1 seating only) 

Open Seasonally April - December 


Serving Lunch: 
Tuesday-Saturday 
from 12:00 to 2:30 pm 
On the deck or in 
1 of our 3 dining rooms 


ae 
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Kindly Call 860-774-4423 For Reservations 
BUSH HILL ROAD, BROOKLYN, CT 
WAV AY AS WSU CLO) HD) ONE DW sem ee) 
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NORTHEASTERN, CONNECTICUT 


October 


Month of October & November 

The annual event includes free guided walks, rides and 
paddles, and promotes events associated with the mis- 
sion of the Quinebaug Shetucket Heritage Corridor. 
www.thelastgreenvalley.org 


Every weekend in October (Friday- Sunday) 
Farmtober at Fort Hill Farms, Thompson, CT 
Visit in October and enjoy special harvest events such 
as tethered hot air balloon rides and a 1,000 profession- 
ally-carved pumpkin light show. 

YANTAA Colm dal iiir-laiil-mecelit| 


Through October 27th 

Pumpkins & Gourds & Mums, Oh My! 
Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
Celebrations invited artists to create multi-faceted pieces 
with a festive fall-time twist and let the beauty of the 
autumnal season in all its blazing glory inspire them. 

TAT VANYACor (=) ol ee li (olat-t-Jale) eo) ol-t-mexe] ia] 


4,5, 11, 12, 18, & 19th at 7:30 pm & 

6, 13, & 20th at 2pm 

Dracula 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

The frightening story of this horror classic. Mysterious 
Count Dracula has gone to England where he resides in 
a castle next to an insane asylum. Taken with beauti- 
ful Lucy Westenra, Count Dracula sees her as the girl 
he loved over one hundred years ago. The plot of this 
vampire thriller develops with all the excitement of the 
original! Non-musical $17.00 & $14.00 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


12th, 9:30am - 3pm 

Faces at FAHS 

Finish American Heritage Society, 

Canterbury, CT 

PMailatewes ais Meigs limcts liom lalem=)<allelia 
N/TUlitTaalsxeltomicsvantsurelaremels)aale)atciueclile)atce 

A free childrens art activities & refreshments. 

For info call Beverly at 860-974-2760 or email 
at bahuhtala@gmail.com 


13th, 10am-5pm 

Trunk Show with Tea Tastings & Sweets 
Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
ANAM VACor (=) ol e-li(olat-t-Jale) eo) ol-t-mexe] in| 


16th 

JUL o] o)f=Lo) fole bY] 

Bild -t- Ose-wem a hYo(-medti dtl e-| mez-11) ¢-) emulelelel-jiele mons 
You can learn a lot from a bubble! Keith Johnson’s BUB- 
3) ll mt ©) MO] ©) CEEa i al-moy-\e1 0-1 A'(0) 4 (00) 10] 0) 0)(=1eeee ows OF-[61,(-10 
with state-of-the-art bubble sculptures that snare the at- 
i= yali(e)ame)im aliswr- 10 (el (>1aler-sommcyol il) alemialomcir-le(>m elm aatcaglele-le)(> 
science lessons. Call the ARTS4YOU Box Office 
for more information at 860-928-2946 
www..thethreecs.org 


19-20th 

Roseland Cottage Fine Arts & Crafts Show 
\"A"(otele {=} cole! em Oa I 

Long-running juried show with 175 artists draws thou- 
sands to the grounds of Roseland Cottage. Live music, 
food court, museum tours. Admission: free to Historic 
INTENWYl = ale |r Tale mm aat=yanley>\ecwr-lale meal i(olc-)a0)ale(=)am pa 

$5 nonmembers. www.historicnewengland.org 


facebook. 


19th 

“Great Pumpkin” Festival 

Downtown Putnam, CT 

Arts & Crafts, dowtown merchant & restaurant specials, live 
music, arrival of the ProvidenceWorcester Fall Foliage Exur- 
sion Train. www.putnambusiness.org 


24th & 26th 

Witches Brew Ha-Ha Tea Event 
Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
Preregistration required. 

TAY VAVVACet sl) (=) ol e-Laelat-t-Jale)o) ol-t-mexe] in) 


25th, 5-7pm 

Trick or Treat Night, Downtown Putnam 

Businesses from Jessica Tuesday’s to Jade Garden Restau- 
i= la) MW dlimat-lalemelelmixsl>mer-lalehVmomeal-m diese 

SYelicw-lalemiblarm aU aAAn Uh e-CelCemere] in| 


November 


2nd - January 5th 

5th Annual Small Works 

Artful Treasures Exhibition 

Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
Meet the Artists Opening Reception, November 2nd 2-4pm. 
TAY VAY VA ots1(=) ol e-LaColat-t-Jale)o) ol-t-mexe] in| 


2nd @ 2pm 

Trout Fishing in America 

La hY(o (=m Oqti hati g-| im Ox-111 <-1 emt oelel= (ele, am Onn 
Presented by P/Arts and ONE/NECT 
Tickets are $10 in adv. - $12 at the door. 
VAY AVY OX=1aKe)aaaliaver=lats)alveime) ae] 


10th @ 9am Wobble (walk) Trot (race) 

The Citizens National Bank 5K Cross Country 
Turkey Trot & 2.5K/5K Turkey Wobble 

West Thompson Lake, Thompson, CT 

Cross Country Race and 2.5 & 5K Turkey Wobble (walk) for 
kids and adults to benefit local charities. Register online at 
YAUYANTA diledinleS-Yelilecvomelas Mme] mer-1i Molo) has metas 7-70) 


14th & 16th 

Bountiful Blessings Tea Event 

Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
Preregistration required. 

TAY VAVVACot sl) (=) ol e-La(olat-t-Jalelo) ol-t-mexe] in| 


22nd - 24th 

Artists Open Studios 

ii alcolecelarelelmare)atatsr-\-)\-100mmOnp 

Over 80 artists open their studios to the public. 
www.aosct.org 


22nd-24th 

Woodstock Merchant’s Holiday Open House 
Woodstock, CT 

a Matom\V(s)xelat-Valtcwe) mA) elelets) (ole: qo)ii=ymm are) i(er= Nm aai)aevar-lalel lion 
refreshments and door prizes. 
www.explorewoodstock.com 


29th @ 4pm 

Santa Comes to Town 
Riverfront Commons, Putnam, CT 
AUANTANVT i e-CelComerel an 


30th, 10am-5pm 

Trunk Show with Tea Tastings & Sweets 
Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
TAY VAV VA ot sl) (=) ol F-LadColat-t-Jale)o) ol-t-mexe] ia] 
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December 


Nov 29th, Dec. 1, 15, 18, 27 & 29th 
Christmas Cream Teas 

Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
AV VANYACor = (-)ole- li (olat-t-Jale) eo) ol-t-mexe] in| 


5th & 6th 

It’s the Most Wonderful Tea of the Year 
Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop, Pomfret, CT 
Preregistration required. 

AV VANVACor (=) ol e-li (olat-t-Jale) eo) ol-t-mexe] in| 


6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21st at 7:30 pm & 

8, 15, 22nd at 2pm 

White Christmas 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

World War II veterans Wallace and Davis have a suc- 
(oxoX<to9 10] Xo) ale r= ale Mell aler-m- (ejmr- lace meiat-lalex>mComaal=\-1m0",V0 
beautiful singing sisters. With romance in mind, they 
follow them to a struggling ski lodge in Vermont that just 
happens to be owned by their former commander. This 
holiday musical features 17 Irving Berlin songs. Musical: 
$21 for Adults * $18 for Senior Citizens/Students/Chil- 
dren. www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


7th 

Bowen’s 1887 Christmas Celebration at 
a Xok-¥=1 F-l ile Oxo} a t-[: (-MmAlolelel(ele) am OnE 

See the museum decorated for the Holidays! 
www.historicnewengland.org 


9th 

Peter Pan 

Three C’s - Hyde Cultural Center, Woodstock, CT 
(@JaT=M=WV=1a) [ale Mam el alre)intal-mmer-ya 110] ava me) ale(e)amer-Me|cele| ome) i 
children decide to re-enact the story of Peter Pan. 

Call the ARTS4YOU Box Office for more infor- 
mation at 860-928-2946 www.thethreecs.org 


On Going Events 


Arts & Framing, Putnam, CT 
Features art exhibits throughout the season. 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 


Connecticut Audubon Society - 
Center at Pomfret, Pomfret, CT 
Lots to See & Do 
www.ctaudubon.org 


Silver Circle Studio, Putnam, CT 

msYolNUlgotom (@L@r=| i=l anl(0)q.@r- la (Om=lam => dalle)iccmualcolelelare lel mual~ 
season. Offers a range of workshops and art classes for 
allages. www.silvercirclestudio.com 


Sawmill Pottery, Putnam, CT 

Features a gallery pottery and gifts, open-studio space, 
classes (for kids and adults) and workshops throughout 
the season. www.sawmillpottery.com 


The Stomping Ground, Putnam, CT 
Live music Weds-Sunday. 
www.the-stomping-ground.com 


The Vanilla Bean Cafe, Pomfret, CT 
WAWANA'e: Tali itslelerelaversiicmere) an 
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every Saturday @ 8 PM. and displays 
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Woodstock to several thousand children. After one more 
performance of “The Girl of the Golden West” it was 
decided to present all operas for adults and children at 
the Cultural Center in Woodstock and use the Mansfield 
Middle School for the children’s operas. 

The early years of Opera New England of 
Northeastern Connecticut (ONE /NECT) were filled 
with activities and growth. From fund raising parties 
at private homes to auditions for promising singers at 
the University of Connecticut to opera lectures at the 
Temple B’nai in Willimantic, the board of over 60 local 
people from 26 area towns was engaged in promoting 
opera, making connections with area schools and music 
teachers and fosters an arts friendly environment in a 
rural area. 

Some of the funding for the opera came from area 
businesses. A number of industry leaders served on the 
board. Norman Greenman, CEO of Rogers Corporation, 
was the first chairman. Robert Miller, first president 
of QVCC, served as vice-chairman for many years. Cy 
Harvey, head of Crabtree & Evelyn, served on the 
board, as did Newell Hale, Hale Manufacturing, Tony 
Holt of Moldex, Hans Koehl, Chairman of Spirol, Irwin 
Newmann, Shoppers Guide and several members of the 
medical staff at Day Kimball Hospital. 





A set design contest, chaired by Board member Mary 


Patenaude, was held in 13 area towns. One hundred 
entries made by sixth graders were displayed and judged 
at Longley Auditorium in Mansfield. Sixteen winners 
were selected and bused to Boston to get a backstage 
tour of the scenery and costume studios of the Orpheum 
Theatre. The children enjoyed a picnic lunch and swan 
boat rides in the Boston Public Garden. 

Through the 1970’s the organization presented two 
professional operas each year. Area residents were able 
to see the mainstays of the traditional repertoire under 
Caldwell’s dynamic baton. Named by Time magazine, 
“the best opera director in the USA,” Caldwell kept up a 
hectic and health threatening pace for herself, but called 
northeastern Connecticut “the home of Opera New 
England” because of the wonderful hospitality extended 
to the singers and cast. Lifelong friendships and 
connections developed among professional musicians 
and local people. 

In 1980, ONE/NECT applied to the National 
Endowment on the Arts for a grant for Dancing in the 
Schools. One site was selected for each state and the 
area won nearly $54,000 for two years. Putnam, Pomfret, 
Easttord, Thompson and Woodstock elementary schools 
participated. 

In 1982, supporters of the arts discussed forming 
a separate non-profit that would bring professional 
productions other than opera to Data General, the entity 
that owned the Cultural Center following the closing of 
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¢ Full Color Printing 
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Annhurst College in 1980. Mary Patenaude and Betty 
Hale formed the Community Cultural Committee Inc, 
d/b/a The Three C’s as a spin off from ONE/NECT as 
a separate 501(c) (3) with a small board of directors 
representing area towns and the CT Commission on 
the Arts. The Three C’s offers professional shows for 


children at the Cultural Center at a cost of $3 per person. 


While ONE/NECT continued to offer adult and 
children’s operas, it faced challenges in terms of the 
Cultural Center. In 1980 Annhurst College disbanded 
after nearly 40 years of operation. Data General and the 
Town of Woodstock purchased the property and Data 
General agreed to offer the Cultural Center to ONE/ 
NECT for performances. By the early 1990’s Data 
General was no longer operating in Woodstock and the 
fate of the property and the opera program was up in 
the air. In 1991 “ Lucia di Lammermoor” was held at 
Killingly Intermediate School and there was concern as 
to whether the organization could continue without a 
large auditorium. 

Fortunately, the Hyde School, a private secondary 
school based in Bath, Maine, purchased the Cultural 
Center and much of the property that had been 
Annhurst College. The administrators of Hyde were 
willing to continue to offer the facility to ONE/NECT 
and a cordial relationship 
continues to the present day. 

Changes in the economy 
and the high cost of touring 
made it clear to the Board 
by 1996 that it was time to 
offer evening events other 
than or in addition to opera. 
Soon the lively music of Can 
Can, Brigadoon, and the 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band 
filled the air. The beginning 
of the twenty-first century 
brought additional changes. 
In 2003, folk singer Arlo 
Guthrie performed to a 
sold out audience. Dance 
programs by Momix in Orbit and Ailey II, attracted 
additional patrons. An afternoon holiday performance 
of The Nutcracker sewed the seeds for a tradition that 
brings the classic ballet to northeastern Connecticut 
every few years. 

A 2008, Judy Collins marked a memorable moment. 
Accompanied only by a piano, Collins captivated the 
audience. A reception following the concert at the home 
of Hyde’s president, gave donors the rare chance to meet 
Collins in person. 

In 2005, the children’s program was expanded to 
include shows by the New Haven Symphony. The Three 
C’s donated $5,000 as seed money to ONE/NECT for 
the new program. 

Changes also effected the parent organization. 
Sarah Caldwell moved from Boston and the Opera 
Company of Boston closed. ONE/NECT connected with 
Boston Lyric Opera, which brought children’s opera to 
the region. Adult operas were purchased from touring 
companies with mixed results in terms of quality. By 
2011, Boston Lyric Opera decided that they would focus 
on a new program for Boston area schools. 

New board members, new ideas and broader 
programming led the group to add a trade name to the 
original moniker. Opera New England of Northeast 
Connecticut began doing business as Performing Arts of 
Northeast Connecticut, simplified to P/Arts. 

In honor of the 40th anniversary, Connecticut Lyric 
Opera will perform Madame Butterfly - May 10, 2014. 
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~ Theatre of Northeastern SAO gg 
30 Front Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, Connecticut 


The frightening story of this horror classic. Mysterious 
fas Count Dracula has gone to England where he resides in 
a castle next to an insane asylum. Taken with beautiful 
Lucy Westenra, Count Dracula sees her as the girl he loved over one hundred years 
ago. The plot of this vampire thriller develops with all the excitement of the original! 
October 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, & 19 at 7:30 pm. October 6, 13 & 20 at 2:00 pm 
¢*Non-musical $17.00 & $14.00 


World War II veterans Wallace and Davis have a successful 
=% song and dance act and chance to meet two beautiful singing 
A = sisters. With romance in mind, they follow them to a struggling ski 
J lodge in Vermont that just happens to be owned by their former 
commander. This holiday musical features 17 Irving Berlin songs. 
Musical: $21 for Adults * $18 for Senior Citizens/Students/Children. 
December 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 at 7:30 p.m. * December 8, 15, 22 at 2 p.m. 


For tickets please order online or call 860-928-7887. 
Tickets may also be purchased at the box office. 
(In 2013 tickets will no longer be available at the outlets). 


www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 





NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 





The opera will commemorate the inaugural performance 
in 1974. Perhaps it will evoke a few of the ghosts of the 
first evening when Sarah Caldwell, at the height of her 
popularity and talent, with the first check in her pocket 
from area donors, lifted her arms to begin the first strains 
of the familiar libretto. 

“Over 150,000 children have attended an opera 
free of charge,” said Betty Hale of Pomfret, a long time 
supporter and the volunteer administrator of the 
organization for nearly four decades. Hale, who devoted 
thousands of hours to booking shows, housing singers, 
working with other volunteers and hosting opera 
events, helped create the Three C’s and is a tireless 
advocate for the performing arts. “Opera New England 
brought something new to our region and helped in 
the formation of countless friendships and connections 
through the years. I can’t begin to guess how much 
money we raised in forty years, but I do know that when 
the curtain rises at the Cultural Center and 1,000 fifth 
graders gasp in anticipation, I feel that all the effort has 
been worth it,” Hale said. 

Bob Sloat manages the technical aspect of the 
productions and through the years has hired hundreds 
of local people to work as set loaders, the lighting and 
sound, the technical aspects that make performances 
happen. “I am part of P/Arts because of my love of 
opera and live performances. It is also rewarding that 
several people are involved with theatre and or opera at a 
protessional level because ONE/NECT,.” Sloat said. 

Chris Lucier, who grew up in Brooklyn, attended a 
performance at Hyde Cultural Center as a fifth grader. 
For Lucier, it was a life changing experience. “The Opera 
provided the catalyst for my singing life. I knew from 
my seat in the auditorium that I had to find my place 
in this incredible world and it gave me a prism for my 
diffused energy and passion. It showed me a world 
where being eccentric, wearing my heart on my sleeve 
and being myself on all cylinders was not stomped on, 
but encouraged and developed,” Lucier said. 

P/Arts operates with an active board of 40 people 
from area towns. Members drive singers to schools for 
tours, serve as ushers, hold fund raising events, host 
visiting musicians, write grant proposals, work with 
booking agents, and coordinate all the intricacies of 
bringing two to four cultural presentations a year to the 
region. 

Board Chair Lindsay Paul noted: “For 40 years 
we have relied on the support of local businesses and 
individual donors for most of our funding. All donations 
go directly to program support. Committed supporters 
and dedicated volunteers give me confidence that we will 
sustain our mission into the next 40 years.” 


For more information go to: 
www.perfromingartsnect.org * www.thethreecs.org 
(Nancy Weiss served on the board and as chairman 


3 for 29 years.) 
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SANTA, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013 
9:00-1:00, 112 Main St. Putnam, CT 
Call 860-377-2552 
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Woodstock Building Associates 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


Building a new home or remodeling an existing one is a big undertaking, one that requires many 


decisions, focused time and often a healthy investment. So you can’t trust just anyone to do the job 


with you. Enter Woodstock Building Associates. Founded in 1978, this company located in East 


Woodstock, CT, offers 35 years of experience, hundreds of positive references, numerous awards, and 


a knowledgeable and professional staff that will make sure every project, from the largest brand-new 


residence to the smallest bathroom remodel, will match your dreams and your budget! 


BY CRIS: CADIZ 


BA Owner and Managing Partner Doug 
\ \ | Porter will see to that. Doug has been a Quiet 
Corner resident since 1964. After attending 
college for urban planning and then working for a few 
years in the field of health planning, he picked up a 
job as a carpenter with a small group of builders who 
started Woodstock Building Associates. From then he 
learned the industry from the ground up. After a few 
years, he found he enjoyed and excelled at organizing 


D) 


and managing projects. He was made a partner when 
he took on the business’ bookkeeping and finances. 

He also did a stint in banking (while working for WBA 
at night), but was away from his family too much and 
knew he really enjoyed the building and having his own 
business. Eventually his WBA colleagues went their 
separate ways and Doug became the managing partner. 
Today, Doug leads 18 employees, including a design 
staff of two architects and a full cast of construction 
crew and specialists. 

When you enter WBA’s office and showroom, you 
are surrounded by examples of their work and samples 
of the products they use. From the tile in the entry hall 
to the crown molding on the ceiling to the different 
styles of trim work on various doorways, you can see 
what it might look like in your home. A long hallway 
showcases over 30 different cabinet doors in a wide 
variety of styles, materials, colors and price points. A 


~* \ ee |S 
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bun” 


“, .. one of the most spectacular settings for a wedding in 
all of Connecticut” — Connecticut Magazine 





Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 
and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 


68 Wolf Den Read, Pomfra Center, Ct OO2L59 
800-928-5018 
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plumbing showroom and a carpentry showroom feature 
the different brands, models and styles of everything 
from plumbing fixtures to wood floors. 

And if a client doesn’t see something they like, 
WBA has all the catalogs, paint chips and sample books 
with more choices. Clients can also take samples of 
products home with them (including cabinet doors!) 
to see how they look with their current décor. “Every 
house we’ve built, we know what color the siding is, we 


_— 


know what color the shingles are, we know what color 
the trim is,” says Doug. “So clients can take a list and 
drive by one of our houses and see what it really looks 
like.” 

Doug emphasizes the quality of their products are 
better than that from a big-box retailer. “The insides 
are different than what we are selling you. If you look 
on the box, it'll say “5620 HIC’—for home improvement 
center—and it is a different quality. We’ve had to buy a 
few and take them apart and show people that there 
are differences. We’re the ones that service these things 
and we don’t want to have a call back. If you saved $10 
or $20 on the cost of a faucet and it fails in 5-10 years, 
you're going to pay a plumber $80 to replace a $2 part. 
So why not get the $3 part and not have a problem?” 

WBA even has an entire kitchen setup complete 
with sink, appliances, cherry faced cupboards and a 
large, two-level granite-topped kitchen island. A huge 


TRY OUR DELICIOUSGRUB Outs: ooam 
WITH MARY LOCAL, ORGANIC thurs 11:00am-12:00am 
AND ALL NATURAL INGREDIENTS! = Fri 11:00am-1:00am 


CONNECTICUT = any Sat 11:00am-1:00am 
Gay es Mil 


Sun 11:00am-12:00am 


LIVE MUSIC 5 NIGHTS A WEEK 
NO COVER CHARCE! 
10 CRAFT AND MICROBREWS ON TAP 
132 Main St, Putnam CT 
the-stomping-ground.com 
www.facebook.com/PutnamStompGround 





slab of mottled ocher granite forms a desk where Project 
Administrator Debbie Porter meets with clients. Here, 
she can also point out the variations in the natural stone 
so that clients understand why they need to go see the 
stone in person at the quarry, rather than trusting a 
small square sample to make their decision. Other than 
choosing granite, carpet and tile, WBA is a one-stop 
shop where clients can see product choices on site. 
Plus, the entry hall also includes a wall of current 
projects with dozens of pictures and blueprints. 

There are several things that Doug thinks sets 
WBA apart from the competition. One is their onsite 
showroom, so that clients don’t have to go anywhere 
else to see samples of the products they will use in 
their homes. Another is WBA’s organized process of 
working with their clients. After a contract is signed, 
clients sit down with Debbie. “She has a set of plans 
and 8 or 9 pages of specifications but it can be a little 
overwhelming to start. So Debbie brings it back down to 
a smaller number of details at once,” says Doug. Debbie 
adds, ‘We try to set up the decisions in phases so it’s 
not everything at once. So for a house, we'll have 3 to 
4 meetings and if they want more or need more...we’re 
really at their disposal. We just set it up to make it as 





easy for the homeowner as possible.” 

“IT don’t want to say it’s stressful but it’s a pretty big 
investment,” says Doug. “Between our showroom and 
Debbie’s manner, clients get very comfortable. They 
can step back, they’ve signed a contract, they’re all set 
to go forward. Now they can take a slower pace and 
make sure those decisions are what they want.” Debbie 
admits it can be a long process, from the initial meeting 
with Doug to creating the blueprints, to getting funding 
and signing a contract. So once they meet with her, they 
are happy and excited to start looking at the concrete 
products. “Once we start building, it’s easy,” says Doug. 
“It's getting everything squared away that’s difficult.” 

Another key ingredient to WBA’s success is their 
professional approach to building. “I started just like a 
lot of carpenters,” says Doug. “I had a truck and my dog. 
I would build a project during the day and I would work 
on the estimates at night. But that’s not what the world 


WO RK S H O P 


Antique Flooring @ 
Vintage Building Materials 
« Architectural Antiques 


www.oldwoodworkshop.com 


Giving old wood new life... 


THOMAS CAMPBELL 
193 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 


860-655-5259 


“Open by chance or appointment” 
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requires now. It’s much more involved.” Doug relies 


on his professional staff at every stage of the operation, Your Quiet OXe) 5 aloe Cr OSSWOr a 


starting with his architects. | by Burt Hansen (answers can be found online at putnamtraveler.com) 
“It does make a difference to have a professional 


architect draw your plans versus a draftsman or a 
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a 14. Dustin Hoff 

with the plans. And then we move to the decision 16 el : a aay 7 | | I" | | | | | | | : | 
process. Debbie takes care of that. She is a professional 17. An exercise for your brain that's fun to do 19 50 74 22 
with a lot of experience in customer service. Once 19. Abig hit? (abbrev) “| PP Ff) him |. 
we get out to the field, I have an excellent group of 20. A-_ ae 23 24 25 26 
craftsmen that work for me that have been with me for = Ee Hae eens . ee dewn 

: 3 ; . Feople oten eat More than one 
a long time.” The craftsman are led by WBA’s two long 58 Ne "| rill we) 
term superintendents, George Lovell and Jon Frost. DANEAO 
Doug employs specialists in framing, carpentry, trim 27. The state of Arkansas, to 62 down TT] [>] ty? el ty 
carpentry, sheetrock and plaster, and plumbing and 29. Gracias, in France 34 35 36 
= S20". Oo 

33. Hospital worker(abbrev) 

WBA was primarily a builder of new homes until aA BARbUG se) | @ ie] | | | 

the recession of the 1990s, which led them to more 35. ___ Saldana, actress in Avatar 
remodel projects. This was a significant shift for the 36. Go it alone | mass & 
business. “If you are building a house in the middle of a Fe Al Sere 20 Oe. rm ar 48 49 
field, no one cares if it’s a little dusty or the radio is too 4 nie aS ee | | | SI | | : | 


loud. But if you’re in their house at 7AM every morning 43. Popular cola, once 54 55 

saying hello to them, it makes a difference what your 44. Heartier version of 51 down 

guys look like, how they act around the children, how 47. It helps deliver the bad news 7 a 
clean the site is... so we made that transition. 49. It's either a tasty filet or shoe leather 
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Doug enjoys remodels as much new homes. “I get a Soe ene seas) 1 
54. ___s‘n Hearty 


lot of referrals from remodeling. A person might build a BG ARGUE Taco Tron Ni | | | |) | 
new home once in their life but they may remodel their 57. An animal found on your desk? “! | | | Bel ) BE Bel [. 








house 4 or 5 times.” And happy remodel clients show 98. Exodus Author Leon __ 
and tell their friends. He can count 7 or 8 different jobs 60. _-Ed . . . 
; 61. Linus spends a lot of time here in the fall 12. Silver, or a very small Quiet Corner town 44. What we get when rain follows snow 

from JUSEOnE client. 63. Not you 14. Sound of disapproval 45. What a loser is 

Over the years, WBA has built over 400 homes and 64. Bridges 15. Many of the countries “across the pond” 46. Stilettos are one style of these 
completed 600 to 700 additions in the Quiet Corner 65. One form of debt (abbrev) belong (abbrev) 47. Long hikes 
and south central Massachusetts, currently averaging 66. ___ is not the answer (bumper sticker) ie Ss H ee | . = pais fee = 

. The cookies that love mi . Comforting dish on a cold day 
oe) ie esas Ter peediae ue DOWN 25. Your personal attendant 52. Wife of former Congressman Andy 
references dating back to when the ee 1. Mr. Frost 26. Stables in the UK, or sounds the cat makes 53. THE sports network 
founded. “[Potential clients] are liable to go through 2. Currency in 15 down 27. ActorAlan 55. Adinner party in the 50th state 
there and see someone they know,” says Doug. “And 3. One of the oldest film studios, producer of It's 28. Where you can hear Click ‘n Clack (abbrev) | 56. Euphoria drug in A Brave New World 
they can call them and say, hey, did they doa good j ob? a Wonderful Life (abbrev) 29. The State of Missouri, to 62 down 59. 33 across works here (abbrev) 
Routinely, wie hear fom people har we niever heared Es ‘ ae at the state fair 30. Famous resident of 31 across 62. Handles the mail (abbrev) 
at gardeners have at the end of the season 31. |Am 

anyone say something negative about WBA. And we try. 6. Hotel lobbies, often 32. Out of style, in a txt 
We're not perfect. Things do go wrong, but if they do we 7. Route to a wild getaway in the 60s? (abbrev) 37. Use a canvas bag 
are there to take care of it and fix it.” 8. One type of service 39. Santa’s word (usually x 3) 

One misconception Doug wants to address is that 10. Com 2 a 40. Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis (abbrev) 

11. An earthen jar, in crossword puzzles 41. Open mouth, foot 


WBA is too expensive for “ordinary” projects. “That’s 
not true,” he says. “Yes, we can build a really nice 

home and we can do a really nice bathroom addition. 
Top shelf? Yes, we can do that. But we also do a lot of 


straightforward bathroom additions, very down-to-earth | P i 
homes. Our pricing is based on what you put into it. If nique ne) 8 ert1e S 
you want a normal house or a normal project and just 
want it nicely done, yes, we also can do that.” 
WBA has been around for 35 years and their phone IN THE O Ul ET C O RN E R 


is still ringing, so they have to be providing their clients (> : ) ? 
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with a quality product for a good value. One client said, 
“Its been 20 years and we’ve had two issues with the 
house: one was the dishwasher—and we bought that— 
and the other was the well pump, which was hit by | VISTAS AND Le ee, 8 eee ee |) THe Sivas H. 
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a quality product. We give eee. | = this contemporary ae ee ee is nicely situated 
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Pomiret Spirit Shoppe a : an jog gas-6 burner cook- 
e resident che 


top), fireplaced 
= enjoys these views family room and 
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ASSOCIATES, LLC (860) 928 - 0897. 


floor master complete SF include updated 
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California, Spain, France, Chile, Argentina, Australia, Italy, 


barn make this property a pleasure to call home! porch off the dining room, will make for lovely places to herald in 
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AQUAPONICS 


in Eastford 


Turn the corner on beautiful Westford Road in Eastford and just behind a row of trees is a 


strikingly modern sight. A geodesic dome right out of the sketchbooks of futurist 


Buckminster Fuller sits comfortable in a green meadow. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


igelow Brook Farm, a 55-acre property, named 

for the iconic waterway that links Eastford and 

Ashford, is the creation of Rob Torcellini, a native 
of the community and a descendent of the Buell family, 
who has owned and operated extensive agricultural 
operations in the town for generations. Torcellini is 
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taking food production into exciting new directions and 
he is happy to share what he has learned along the way. 

Torcellini, who holds a degree in electronic 
engineering from the University of Hartford, is Director 
of Information Technology for Iwaki America, a 
corporation based in Holliston, MA. The company 
manutactures and sells pumps and controllers for 
water treatment systems, but his interest in aquaponics 
grew out of Torcellini’s small family garden rather than 
any connection to his day job. He gardened in the 
conventional way for years and bought a small 10x12 
greenhouse to expand the growing season. He puta 
tank of water inside to create a mass for heat. Soon he 
had a problem with mosquitoes and a friend advised 
him to put gold fish in the tank to eat the insects. On 
line he learned about aquaponics and Bigelow Brook 
Farm began to take shape. 


Torcellini learned all he could about the principles 

of aquaponics, a combination of aquaculture and 
hydroponics. In January 2011 he started construction 
of the geodesic dome. The structure, oriented at the 
optimum angle to catch the sun, is made from western 
red cedar. The shed and grow beds were constructed 













from pine grown and milled on 
the property. Torcellini placed 
the dome just steps away from 


: his home where he can keep an 


eye on the temperature and the operation of the rocket 


: mass heater that provides heat. 


The dome took two years to build and consists 
of 400 square feet of growing beds. Torcellini needed 


: his engineering skills to create the complex structure, 
: which includes heat pipes under the floor as well as 
: plumbing, electrical and a vent system. The project cost 


$45,000, which will be paid back in ten years according 
to Torcellini’s calculations. 
Aquaponics involves a closed system that requires 


: no chemical fertilizers or pesticides. A large tank holds 


an assortment of brightly colored koi and goldfish, 
swimming happily as observed through two windows 
on the side of the tank. The fish excrete nutrients that 
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860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
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Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Szmply Memorable” 
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are piped in water to a series of tanks and beds that 


hold vegetables, herbs and a few flowers. Torcellini adds 
iron to enhance photosynthesis and seaweed extract 
with trace minerals, but noted that aquaponics are 
“better than organic” because no harmful products are 
used. Anything that goes into the system is recycled 
through it and remains for a long time and could hurt 
the fish. 

Torcellini constantly experiments on ways to 
improve the productivity of the dome and to choose 
the best plants for the environment. Some vegetables 
grow just as effectively in soil outside as in the dome, 
but others, especially lettuce, which can become a cash 
crop, flourishes on the rafts that float in the deep-water 
culture beds. 

In the flood and drain media beds, Torcellini 
sets out plants that grow in the expanded shale that 
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The environment is so hospitable that last 
year Torcellini grew a cucumber vine that 
produced more than 250 cukes. Cabling 
holds red and green tomatoes, a variety 
called Amish Paste, on vines that measured 
more than 3] feet long. Broccoli, squash, dill, 
sage, cauliflower and cabbage fill the center 
of the dome with bright, immaculately clean 
vegetables. 


BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 


HomeServices 


New England 
Properties 


THOMPSON - $500,000 — GENTLEMAN’S FARM!!! 
What a wonderful gentleman’s farm! Become your own 
agrarian! With 10 acres and multi barns, you can raise cows, 
chickens, etc. and with all the pastures you 
can have gardens to grow your own food! 
2 lovely ponds, plus a large 4 bedroom home 
for the family! 


Call Diane White at 860-377-4016 
for your private showing! 





replaces soil. The shale, delivered by 18 wheelers from 
a low- impact mine in Albany, New York, is baked in 
a rotary kiln, which turns it into a ceramic instead of a 
stone, creating a completely inert growing material that 
provides a home to red wiggler worms as well as plants. 

Torcellini packages and resells shale for other 
growers. He also offers timing controllers and electronic 
design consulting. Torcellini has worked with the ARC 
of Meriden assisting with their aquaponic system which 
produces for a small café the organization operates. 

Torcellini harvests seeds from the most successful 
plants and orders from Seed Savers for additional 
heirloom varieties he wishes to try out. He harvested 
strawberries far earlier in the season than if he had 
planted them outside, but determined that peas and 
potatoes are best grown conventionally due to space 
constraints. 

Finding the proper fuel source presents a challenge 
Torcellini relishes. He constructed a rocket mass heater, 
so named for the sound it makes when operating full 


blast. The heater burns wood at a super high heat so that : 


there are almost no pollutants as it emits only carbon 
dioxide and water vapor. So far, the heater has used 
wood pellets as a fuel, which during the winter of 2012- 
13 cost $800. 

Torcellini has developed a way to burn wood chips, 
which he can obtain for free, but come in random 
shapes. Using a grinder made from a windshield wiper 
motor and a dryer that resembles a food dehydrator, 
he has developed a prototype for converting the wood 
chips into fuel for the rocket mass heater. 

A full-page article in the New York Times (http:// 
www.nytimes.com/2010/02/18/garden/18 aqua. 
html) in the Home section thrust Torcellini, a man who 
claims to be more an introvert than a promoter, to the 


forefront of the aquaponic world. Soon he was receiving 


requests for information from around the world. He 
and his wife, Deb, attend annual aquaponic conferences 
across the country, but Torcellini wanted to reach out 
to a broader public, so he develops videos for You-Tube 
about his operation. 
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With over 100 videos on YouTube, Torcellini 
has become a guru of aquaponics. The 
publicity that followed the article in the New 
York Times about his operation, coverage 

on Channel 3 news and inclusion in the 
Connecticut tourism calendar, Mystic and 
More, brought a wave of interest and more 


than 15,000 subscribers to Torcellini’s channel. 


He gets over 5,000 views when he puts 
out a new video and has 3500 followers on 
Facebook. 





Torcellini makes his videos look as professional as 
possible. He tapes each segment, writes a script and 
then records. This allows him to do closed captioning 
which gets his material indexed and used in foreign 
markets as well. He joined “Ad Sense” the revenue- 
generating arm of YouTube and receives income from 
his videos. 

“YouTube is a very good educational outlet for this 
material. Aquaponics is a mix of a personal cause and a 
way to educate people on growing healthy food. I’m an 
engineer and I love doing this and it is fulfilling to help 
other people”, Torcellini said. 

Torcellini mixes his personal philosophy with a 
healthy dose of business sense. He knows the bottom 
line on every aspect of his project and makes decisions 
based on what may be profitable. 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


“Bigelow Brook Farm is a for-profit operation. You 


: need to be a farmer as well as an engineer to make 

: this work, but you also need to know the microclimate 

: where the dome is located as well as the market for your 
: products. I can provide real numbers”, he said with a 

: smile after “ After a long day of work at the computer, the 
: quiet of the dome is a perfect place to relax while tending 
: the fish and the plants”, he added. 


Rob Torcellini is not a traditional farmer or a 


2 conventional engineer. As he and his wife happily rise to 

: the challenge of raising their daughters, Megan, 18 and 
Sarah, 16, juggling a full-time career, a long commute, and 
the complexity of a aquaponics operation, one can see in 

: the energy and enthusiasm in his voice, that Rob Torcellini 
: is a natural innovator and educator, who was born with a 

: green thumb and a healthy dose of Yankee ingenuity. 


: Bigelow Brook Farm, LLC. is located at 335 Westford 
' Road, Eastford, CT 06242. (860) 821-0005 Email: 

: Info@BigelowBrook.com Web: www.BigelowBrook. 

? com Facebook: www.Facebook/BigelowBrook 

: YouTube: www. YouTube.com/Web4Deb 
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organized, cost conscious builder, 
call Woodstock Building Associates today. 


Classes in dance, music, 
theatre, and creative arts. 


Performance season of musicals, 
dramas, comedies, original 
work, dance, music and mores. 
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REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION 
KITCHENS & BATHS * PLUMBING « AC/HEATING 


Woodstock Building Associates, LLC 


78 Prospect Street * Woodstock, CT 06281 : . : 
860.928.0897 The Complex Performing Arts Centre, performance venue and 


wbahomes.com ae education centre, is located at 95 Front St Putnam CT 06260. 
CT Home Improvement Contractor #565903 »* CT New Home Construction Contractor #160 8 60 9 6 - ° f 1 7 O WWW. thec p rs Om @ re 


ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 


Real people. Great service. 
Seafood ¢ Steak ¢ Sushi © Raw Bar @ Vegetarian e Full Bar 
Creative Cocktails « Extensive Wine List ArchambaultIns.com 
Gift Cards Available ¢ Private Dining Room 


PUTNAM OFFICE DANIELSON OFFICE 


Quality Downtown Dining T 860 928 0811 T 860 779 5030 
TOLL FREE 877 928 0811 TOLL FREE 866 779 5030 


American Fusion Cuisine F 860 928 6462 F 860 774 2025 
fresh. lo cal organic sustainable 143 Providence St. Putnam 136 Main St. Danielson 
b ) b) b ) b ) 
artistically driven ingredients 









Casual Fine Dining 
Featured on WCVB’s, “Chronicle” Inviting ss contamporary 


hip bar, seasonal outdoor dining 
Featured on NBC’s show, “‘The Feast”’ 


Escape 
the ordinary. 


W 





Chef/Owner James Martin voted 
one of three Top Chefs in CT, 2011 
Connecticut Restaurant Association 


“Plated Perfection” KK x7 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, 2010 


‘‘Best Mac n’ Cheese in CT’”’ 
CT Magazine 2008-201 | 











enjoy our 
raw bar, sushi, 
lunch, dinner, or 
late night bar menu 
served daily 
11:30am to 


Three showrooms. 
One location. 
Endless possibilities. 





107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31) 
Charlton, MA 01507 











11:00pm (508) 248-5566 
Winner of 6 Best of CT Awards 
“Best Bar’ Statewide Runner-Up Mowano rm 10-8 ree. 
Bon Bona FURNITURE 
85 Main St. Putnam CT e www.85main.com ® 860.928.1660 charltonfurniture.com Complimentara desion service available. 


Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamtTraveler.com 





